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Ward Profile: Shanttallow West

Preface

The SWG Statistical Briefing comprises a compilation of data from a number of sources. While
it is derived predominantly from the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency and other
sources of official information it also contains information generated by Oxford Economics
specifically for the Single Regeneration Plan.

The first section includes a set of detailed notes addressing some of the issues that arise in the
generation and interpretation of a dataset such as this and it includes both general and specific
advice on the analysis of the data. The notes precede a brief narrative piece on the ward
geography which outlines key characteristics of the individual wards.

Next follows detailed Super Output Area maps which will prove useful in identifying the
boundaries of the wards and Super Output Areas (SOASs) referred to within the document. In
many cases, it can be seen that the boundaries extend far beyond what some people might
consider the ward geographic area. In wards where the data looks unusual, it is important to
first identify the geographic area that the information refers to in order to determine whether
this, in itself, may explain any apparent discrepancies.

A summary ward Key Facts table is included prior to the detailed ward data which comprises
key indicator data selected to provide an overview of the ward. This is colour coded to provide
an easy guide and the data is presented, where possible, according to ward ranking within the
Parliamentary Constituency.

There is no single off-the-shelf approach to identifying areas of particular interest. In this case
the red coloured areas indicate results where it believed attention needs to be paid to a
particular indicator and area (a colour key is presented at the top of the table). However, values
at the extremes of the indicators do not necessarily suggest they are better or worse in all cases
but merely the top and bottom of the range.

When completing analysis attention should be paid to the date of the information and the
absolute numbers (which in many cases may be very small). At the top of the table is a ward
ranking of the ward population size, this provides a ready reckoner for comparative analysis
where the ward ranked population size can be compared to the ranking of absolute numbers
within the table itself for a particular indicator.

Some of the information has been adjusted to take account of the present day population size
and structure at ward level in the absence of up to date ward population estimates. These are
referred to as @ensus scaledd and represent best estimates based on known aggregate
population changes atcitylevel. The i ndi cat eermnsdltaydolurs mmomt t
the expected ward employment rate might be given the existing skills levels and population
structure. As such it is another benchmark or guide to assist in the identification of key issues
and where these predominate within the city.

llex staff are available to assist individuals and SWGs working on the Regeneration Plan who
may wish clarification on the statistical briefing and associated data sources. The underlying
information which was utilised withinthisreporti s avai |l abl e publicly

report itself is available to download now at http://www.ilex-urc.com/index.cfm/do/baseline data.

Thanks are due to the staff of NISRA who provided significant assistance in the compilation of
this report and to NIHE GIS section who provided the SOA maps.

Gerard McCleave

Director Strategy and Regeneration, llex
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Notes to Statistical Briefing i Please Read before Reviewing
Data

This note contains some general advice on the use of the datasets contained within this
report.

The data contained within the statistical briefing for the Derry~Londonderry area
contains a range of types of information. This note provides some guidance on the use
of the data and its interpretation.

The Datasets

Examination of the types of information utilised and some of the issues that arise when
analysis of data takes place include the following

1) Census 2001. This is information derived from the last Census which was 2001. This
is, by definition, a robust comprehensive dataset which allows cross-tabular and other
information to be presented at low levels of geography. It is ideal, for example, in
producing Section 75 datasets at small area level. This would include data relating to
gualifications levels e.g. Level 1: by gender, marital status, lone parents. Its primary
weakness in 2010 is the distance in time from the last Census - 9 years. Using
population data from 2001 in conjunction with 2010 data, for example to determine
percentages, builds in a degree of inaccuracy that undermines the ability to make any
conclusions on the results. The most recent update of the small area population
estimates was in 2003 and the next is scheduled to take place in Spring 2010. The net
result is that particularly at small area level (Ward, Super Output Area and below) there
are no official estimates of the present day populations living there. In addition, the
information itself, for example, housing tenure is outdated due to the changes in tenure
that we know have occurred during this decade. As part of the work on the revised
Multiple Deprivation Measures 2010 small area population estimates are being
constructed and these will be made available by NISRA in April 2010.

2) Live administrative data sets. This is information derived from administration data, for
example, Social Security Agency i Income Support Claimants 2009. It is extremely
accurate and in some cases is available at small area level including Ward, Super
Output Area and Census Output Area (see figure below for explanations). Such sets
provide timely numerical information disaggregated by gender and in some cases other
S75 groups such as disability allowing some cross-tabulation of S75 categories. It does,
however, suffer from the fact that we do not have accurate, recent, small area population
estimates at ward level or below. This means that we are unable to estimate
percentages to allow comparative analysis across the city or beyond. As such its
interpretation should be restricted to comparison of the absolute figures.

“ilex



3)

4)

5)

Figure 1

[ N. Ireland
Pop. 1.78m
o J
( DCA (26) )
Derry DCA Pop. 109,100
(. _/

Derry Wards (30)
Pop. Range 2,255-8,625

Super Output Areas (57)
Pop. Range 1,165-3,120

Census Output Areas (289)\
Pop Range 155-895

J

Thus it can tell you where there are large numbers of Job Seekers Allowance Claimants
but this does not, in itself, indicate that there is a significant issue. In this respect the
Culmore Ward has the second highest number of claimants (behind Strand) within the
city but Culmore is the largest ward in the city suggesting a review of the underlying
relevant working age population is necessary before arriving at any definitive
conclusions.

Area populations by Geography. As figure 1 above illustrates there is a wide
variability in population size regardless of the geography that is being applied. In the
case of ward, SOA and COA data this is significant with some areas almost four times
the size of others existing within the DCC area. This again means that great care should
be taken in comparative analysis of absolute numbers. In addition when analysing data
it is important in many cases to review the population age structure before arriving at
conclusions relating to the data. Thus, for example, it is to be expected that in wards
with elderly populations that the level of qualifications will be low. This is based on the
knowledge that, generally speaking, older residents tend to possess fewer/lower
educational qualifications than younger people.

Thus the identification of t wo wards wi
suggest two different scenarios i an older population with, as expected, lower than
average qualification levels or alternatively a young population with poor educational
attainment levels. Obviously, in policy terms the two scenarios require different
interventions and that is why additional information needs to be brought to bear to
enable accurate contextualised interpretation of the data.
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6) Survey Data. Some of the data sets that exist relate to survey data. As the name
suggests such data is not comprehensive in nature but rather a sample of the
population. Great care should be taken in the interpretation of such data at small area
level as the sample sizes at this level may be very small indeed and as such the degree
of confidence in the data reduces significantly. In general, we have not utilised survey
data for this reason.

7) Disclosure Issues. At very small geographies or where small discrete groups are
selected problems arise where the disclosure of small numbers would allow identification
of individuals within wards or SOAs. Given that cross-tabulation of S75 data, almost by
definition, results in very small numbers then these cannot be disclosed to avoid
identification. I n many cases agencies appl
identification cannot take place. Thus, in the case of Severe Disablement Allowance
Recipients the figure of three by category 16-34 year old males in a ward dataset, in
practi ce, indicates that the data has been
anywhere between 1 and 5. Othermet hods i nclude O6cell swappi
remains unchanged but individuals cannot be identified. However, in order to ensure the
accuracy of the data the ward totals remain unchanged but sub-divisions such as those
highlighted above are amended.

8) Expected Values/Outcomes. In the case of some datasets it is difficult to determine
precisely what the information is telling us without additional supplementary data. Thus
in the case of health related data we may know that, for example, in the Caw SOA that
20 individuals were diagnosed with cancer in 2006. Although this seems high in
comparison with other areas, Caw SOA is amongst the largest in the city. However,
even if we were to adjust for the different population sizes that exist in the SOAs this still
does not provide us with sufficient information to make a determination with regard to the
data because the population structure represented by age and gender will directly
influence the expected outcome of cancer within a ward. This is the approach taken
when the Standardised Mortality Rations are constructed. These input the age structure
and gender composition to arrive at a measure which is comparable across wards in NI.
The equivalised income estimates similarly adjust the data. Thus, a ward which is
predominantly elderly can be expected, in the absence of any other considerations, to
be expected to have a high rate of cancer. If the task is to identify where there are large
numbers of individuals diagnosed with cancer then that is sufficient, however, if the task
is rather to determine whether the incidence of cancer is exceptional relative to the rest
of NI or within Derry then the data must be adjusted to take account of these factors.
Similarly, large numbers of teenage pregnancies are in itself not a useful indicator
without knowing what the gender composition is within the area and the numbers of
teenage girls living there at the appropriate time the data was collected.
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d)

f)

Geography 1 levels

The area included in the analysis is the following T reducing in size as we move
downwards. (Figures in brackets relate to populations).

Northern Ireland - (1,775, 003 Mid-year population estimate June 2008)

Local Government District (LGD) equivalent in this case to the Parliamentary
Constituency 1 Foyle (PC) and District Council Area (DCA) i.e. Derry City Council
Area. (109,100 Mid-year pop. est. June 2008). It is estimated that in June 2006 there
were 39,000 households in the DCC area.

Electoral Ward 1 there are 30 wards in the DCC area. They range in population size
from 8,625 (Culmore) to 2,255 (Westland). This means that it can be misleading to
compare absolute numbers where wards are concerned and if possible percentages
would be the preferred method of comparison.

Super Output Areas (SOASs) i There are 57 SOAs within the DCC area and they range
in size from 1165 (Ebringtonl) to 3120 (Banagher). Thus, while the variation in size is
less than at ward level, it is still significant enough to make the comparison of absolute
numbers misleading across wards. Again the preferred measure would be percentages.

Census Output Areas (COAs) i There are 289 Census Output Areas within the DCC
area and their populations range from 895 (Altnagelvin2) to 155 (Strandl)

Postcode Data i This is the lowest level of information dataset that feeds into the data
collection process. There are 56,000 postcode units within NI. Equating to 15-25
households per postcode. Much of the administrative information is derived directly
through the collation of postcode data and as not all individuals correctly know their
postcode this can result in some misallocation of data. There is also a mapping issue
regarding the allocation of postcodes which straddle wards and other administrative
boundaries, this results in a small level of inaccuracy but it rarely impacts significantly
upon the data.
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Ward Profile: Shantallow West

1. Ward Narrative

Cityside ward bounded by Fern Rd., Elaghmore, Skeoghe Rd, Buncrana Rd and

Glengalliagh Rd.. It includes Woodbrook, Fern Abbey, the Meadows, Rossnagalliagh.,
SI'ievemore, Altcar and Galliagh. St . Paul o
Centre. Some retail development on the Buncrana Rd., adjacent to Woodbrook. Mix of

private and social housing. Includes Skeoghe Industrial Estate and Elagh Industrial

Park at the Border.
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2. Maps
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